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ABOUT THE CHORUS ... 


The Handel and Haydn Society of Boston is America’s 
oldest active choral society and Boston’s oldest musical 
organization. Founded on March 24, 1815 for the purpose 
of “improving the performance of sacred music and intro- 
ducing into general use the works of Handel and Haydn 
and other eminent composers,’ the chorus is now in its 
152nd season. Since its founding, the Handel and Haydn 
Society has given nearly 1,000 performances of over 100 
major works, including the first American performances of 
Handel’s “Messiah”, Haydn’s “Creation”, Mendelssohn’s 
“Elijah” and Handel’s “Solomon”. It has sung for Presi- 
dents, including James Monroe, and has included among its 





ABOUT THE CONDUCTOR ... 


Dr. Edward Gilday is in his eighth season as conductor of 
the Handel and Haydn Society. Under his direction, the 
Society has recorded the Brahms “German Requiem”, made 
a telecast of “Messiah” that has been shown on forty-eight 
educational TV stations across the country, and broadcast 
over three hundred and fifty radio stations for the past three 
years, and played host to an International Choral Festival 
marking the 150th anniversary of the Society. 

When not occupied with his duties as chairman of the 
music department at the state college in Lowell, Dr. Gilday 
finds time to write for professional publications, adjudicate 
and guest conduct, and teach on educational television. One 
of his series called “Accent on Music” won the Ohio State 
Award, educational television’s Emmy, in 1961. 

Dr. Gilday was granted the first Doctor of Musical Arts 
awarded at Boston University, and has since received 
honorary doctorates from Emerson College and Boston 
College. 





members such prominent individuals as Julia Ward Howe, 
composer of “The Battle Hymn of the Republic”, and 
Lowell Mason, father of public music instruction in the 
United States. The Society has given benefit performances 
for such widely different causes as the erection of Bunker 
Hill Monument, relief of Russian Jews fleeing Czarist 
Russia, the reconstruction of New England’s famed educa- 
tional stations WGBH-FM and WGBH-TYV, the Protestant- 
Catholic Colloquium at Harvard University, and the 
Greater Portland (Maine) Arts Council. It has become 
well-known throughout the United States through its per- 
formances on national radio and television, and through its 
recordings. 





RANDALL THOMPSON 


THE PASSION 
ACCORDING TO 
ST. LUKE 


(Commissioned for the 150th Anniversary of the Handel 
and Haydn Society) 


Cast of Characters 


Jesus of Nazareth 

Simon who was called Peter 
John 

Owners of the Colt 


A Maid 
A Man 
Another Man 


At the High Priest’s house 


Pontius Pilate, 
Roman Procurator of Judea 


First Malefactor 


Second Malefactor 
A Centurion 


Apostles, Disciples; 
Pharisees; Elders, Chief Priests, Scribes; Soldiers; 


Women of Jerusalem; the Multitude 


The Chorus as Narrator 


TIME: The Reign of Tiberius 
PLACE: In and near Jerusalem 


The text is taken from Chapters 19, 22 and 23 of the Gospel 


according to Saint Luke. 


lI. THE ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM 


CHORUS: It came to pass, when Jesus was come nigh to Bethany, 
at the mount called the mount of Olives, he sent two of his 
disciples, saying, 


JESUS: Go ye into the village over against you; in the which 
at your entering ye shall find a colt tied, whereon yet never man 
sat: loose him and bring him hither. And if any man ask you, 
Why do you loose him? thus shall ye say unto him, Because the 
Lord hath need of him. 


CHORUS: And they that were sent went their way, and found 
even as he had said unto them. And as they were loosing the colt, 
the owners thereof said unto them, 


OWNERS: Why loose ye the colt? 
TWO DISCIPLES: Because the Lord hath need of him. 


CHORUS: And they brought him to Jesus: and they cast their 
garments upon the colt, and they sat Jesus thereon. And as he 
went, they spread their clothes in the way. And when he was come 
nigh the descent of the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of 
the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice 
for all the mighty works that they had seen. 


MULTITUDE: Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of 
the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest. 


(As the procession approaches Jerusalem, the Benedictus continues 
in full voice, then abruptly subsides.) 


JESUS (stopping suddenly, lamenting over the city and foretelling 
its destruction): Jerusalem, Jerusalem! if thou hadst known, even 
thou, in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! 
but now they are hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come 
upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and 
compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side, and shall 
lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; 
and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because 
thou knewest not the time of thy visitation. 


MULTITUDE (exultantly, resuming the Benedictus): Blessed be 
the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, 
and glory in the highest! 


PHARISEES (from among the multitude): Master, rebuke thy 
disciples. 


JESUS (shouting above the Benedictus): I tell you that, if these 
should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out. 


ll. THE PASSOVER 


CHORUS: Jesus taught daily in the temple. But the chief priests 
and the scribes and the chief of the people sought to destroy him, 
and could not find what they might do: for all the people were 
very attentive to hear him and they feared the people. 


Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the 
number of the twelve. And he went his way, and communed with 
the chief priests and captains, how he might betray him unto them. 
And they were glad, and covenanted to give him money. And he 
promised and sought opportunity to betray him unto them in the 
absence of the multitude. 


il. THE INSTITUTION 
OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 


CHORUS: Then came the day of unleavened bread. And Jesus 
sent Peter and John saying, 


JESUS: Go and prepare us the passover, that we may eat. 
PETER and JOHN: Where wilt thou that we prepare? 


JESUS: Behold, when ye are entered into the city, there shall a 
man meet you, bearing a pitcher of water; follow him into the 
house where he entereth in. And ye shall say unto the good man 
of the house, The Master saith unto thee, Where is the guest- 
chamber, where I shall eat the passover with my disciples? And 
he shall show you a large upper room furnished: there make ready. 


CHORUS: And they went, and found as he had said unto them: 


and they made ready the passover. And when the hour was come, 
he sat down, and the twelve apostles with him. 


JESUS: With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you 
before I suffer: for I say unto you, I will not any more eat there- 
of, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God. 


CHORUS: And he took the cup and gave thanks. 


JESUS: Take this, and divide it among yourselves: for I say unto 
you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of 
God shall come. 


CHORUS: And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, 
and gave unto them. 


JESUS: This is my body which is given for you: This do in 


remembrance of me. 
CHORUS: Likewise also the cup after supper. 


JESUS: This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed 
for you. But, behold, the hand of him that betrayeth me is with 
me on the table. And truly the Son of man goeth, as it was deter- 
mined: but woe unto that man by whom he is betrayed! 


APOSTLES (to one another): Which of us will do this thing? 
(There is strife among them.) 


JESUS: Simon, Simon, Satan hath desired to have you, that he 
may sift you as wheat: but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith 
fail not; and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. 


PETER: Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and 
to death. 


JESUS (to Simon who was called Peter): I tell thee, Peter, the 
cock shall not crow this day, before thou shalt thrice deny that 
thou knowest me. (to the Apostles) When I sent you without purse, 
and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye any thing? 


APOSTLES: Nothing. 


JESUS: But now, he that hath a purse, let him take it, and like- 
wise his scrip: and he that hath no sword, let him sell his garment, 
and buy one. For I say unto you, that this that is written must yet 
be accomplished in me, “‘And he was reckoned among the trans- 
gressors’*: for the things concerning me have an end. 


APOSTLES: Lord, behold, here are two swords. 
JESUS: It is enough. 


CHORUS: And he came out and went, as he was wont, to the 
mount of Olives; and his disciples also followed him. 
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IV. THE AGONY IN THE GARDEN 


JESUS (to his disciples): Pray ye that ye enter not into temptation. 


CHORUS: And he was withdrawn from them about a stone’s 
cast, and kneeled down, and prayed. 


JESUS: Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: 
nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. 


CHORUS: And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, 
strengthening him. And being in an agony he prayed more ear- 
nestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling 
down to the ground. And when he rose up from prayer, and was 
come to his disciples, he found them sleeping for sorrow. 


JESUS: Why sleep ye? rise and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. 
VA Py 


CHORUS: And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he 
that was called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them, and 
drew near unto Jesus to kiss him. 


JESUS: Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss? 


DISCIPLES: Lord, shall we smite with abe uve 


CHORUS: And one of them smote the servant of the high priest, 
and cut off his right ear. 


JESUS (to his disciples): Suffer ye thus far. 
CHORUS: And he touched his ear, and healed him. 


JESUS: O chief priests, captains of the temple, and elders! Be 
ye come out, as against a thief, with swords and staves? When I 
was daily with you, ye stretched forth no hands against me: but 
this is your hour, and the power of darkness. 


Intermission 


V. PETER’S DENIAL 


CHORUS: Then took they him, and led him, and brought him 

into the high priest’s house. And Peter followed afar off. And 

when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the hall, and were 

set down together, Peter sat down among them. But a certain 

Hae beheld him as he sat by the fire, and earnestly looked upon 
im. 


A MAID: This man was also with him. 

PETER: Woman, I know him not. 

CHORUS: And after a little while another saw him, and said, 
A MAN: Thou art also of them. 

PETER: Man, I am not. 


CHORUS: And about the space of an hour after another con- 
fidently affirmed, 


ANOTHER MAN: Of a truth this fellow also was with him: for 
he is a Galilean. 


PETER: Man, I know not what thou sayest. (The cock crows.) 


CHORUS: And the Lord turned and looked upon Peter. And 
Peter remembered the word of the Lord. And Peter went out and 
wept bitterly. 


VI. THE MOCKING OF JESUS: 
HIS CONFESSION 


CHORUS: And the men that held Jesus mocked him and smote 
him. And when they had blindfolded him, they struck him on the 
face, and asked him, Prophesy, who is it that smote thee? And 
many other things blasphemously spake they against him. 








And as soon as it was day, the elders of the people and the chief 
priests and the scribes came together, and lead him into their 
council, saying, 


ELDERS, CHIEF PRIESTS, SCRIBES: Art thou the Christ? 
tell us. 


JESUS: If I tell you, ye will not believe: and if I also ask you, 
ye will not answer me, nor let me go. Hereafter shall the Son 
of man sit on the right hand of the power of God. 


ELDERS, etc.: Art thou then the Son of God? 
JESUS: Ye say that I am. 


ELDERS, etc.: What need we any further witness? for we our- 
selves have heard of his own mouth. 


CHORUS: The whole multitude of them arose, and lead him 
unto Pilate. 


Vil. THE TRIAL 


MULTITUDE (to Pilate, vehemently): We found this fellow per- 
verting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Cesar, saying 
that he himself is Christ a King. 


PILATE (to Jesus): Art thou the King of the Jews? 
JESUS: Thou sayest it. 


PILATE (to chief priests and the people): I find no fault in this 
man. 


MULTITUDE (more fiercely): He stirreth up the people, teach- 
ing throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this place. 


PILATE: Is this man a Galilean? 
MULTITUDE: He is. 


PILATE: He belongs to Herod’s jurisdiction. (to Jesus) Go ye to 
Herod, who also is at Jerusalem at this time. 


CHORUS: And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: 
because he had heard many things of him; and he hoped to have 
seen some miracle done by him. 


Then he questioned with him in many words; but he answered 
him nothing. And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently 
accused him. And Herod with his men of war set him at nought, 
and mocked him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent 
him again to Pilate. 


And Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests and the 
rulers and the people, said unto them. 


PILATE: Ye have brought this man unto me, as one that per- 
verteth the people: and, behold, I, having examined him before 
you, have found no fault in this man touching those things whereof 
ye accuse him. No, nor yet Herod: for I sent you to him; and, lo, 
nothing worthy of death is done unto him. I will therefore chastise 
him, and release him. (Of necessity, he must release one unto 
them at the feast.) 


MULTITUDE (ail at once): Away with this man, and release 
unto us Barabbas. 


PILATE: I am willing to release Jesus. 
MULTITUDE: Crucify him, crucify him! 


PILATE: Why, what evil hath he done? I have found no cause 
of death in him: I will therefore chastise him and let him go. 


MULTITUDE (instantly, with loud voices): Crucify him, crucify 
him, crucify him! 


PILATE (their voices having prevailed): It shall be as ye require. 


CHORUS: And he released him that for sedition and murder was 
cast into prison; but he delivered Jesus to their will. 


Vill. THE MARCH TO CALVARY 


CHORUS: And as they led him away, they laid hold upon one 
Simon, a Cyrenian, coming out of the country, and on him they 
laid the cross, that he might bear it after Jesus. And there fol- 
lowed him a great company of people, and of women, which also 
bewailed and lamented him. 


JESUS (turning unto them): Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not 
for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children. For, behold, 
the days are coming, in the which they shall say, Blessed are the 
barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the paps which never 
gave suck. Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on 
us; and to the hills, Cover us. For if they do these things in a green 
tree, what shall be done in the dry? 


CHORUS: And there were also two malefactors, led with him to 
be put to death. 


IX. THE CRUCIFIXION 


CHORUS: And when they were come to the place, which is called 
Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the 
right hand, and the other on the left. 


JESUS: Father, forgive them for they know not what they do. 


CHORUS: And they parted his raiment and cast lots. And the 
people stood beholding. And the rulers also with them derided him. 


MULTITUDE (derisively): He saved others; let him save himself, 
if he be Christ, the chosen of God. 


CHORUS: And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and 
offering him vinegar. 


SOLDIERS: If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself. 


CHORUS: And a superscription also written over him in letters 
of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING OF THE 
JEWS. — And one of the malefactors railed on him. 


FIRST MALEFACTOR: If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. 


SECOND MALEFACTOR (rebuking the other): Dost not thou 
fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we 
indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this 
man hath done nothing amiss. (to Jesus) Lord, remember me when 
thou comest into thy kingdom. 


JESUS: Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in 
paradise. 


CHORUS: And it was about the sixth hour, and there was dark- 
ness over all the earth until the ninth hour. And the sun was 
darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst. 


JESUS: Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit. 
CHORUS: And he gave up the ghost. 
A CENTURION: Certainly this was a righteous man. 


X. THE ENTOMBMENT 


CHORUS: And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a coun- 
sellor, a good man, and a just, of Arimathea,. a city of the Jews: 
who also himself waited for the kingdom of God. This man went 
unto Pilate and begged the body of Jesus. 


And he took it down, and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a 
sepulchre that was hewn in stone, wherein never man before was 


laid. 
And the Sabbath drew on. 


~ 
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Dream of Gerontius — Elgar 


Pag coat ee Cy Uae Sunday, March 19, 1967 
[Ry S22) 23=— 3 pm, Symphony Hall 


Contralto Marjorie Thomas 
Tenor Richard Lewis 
Bass Forbes Robinson 


Handel and Haydn 
Symphony Orchestra 


A challenging masterpiece rarely heard 
in the United States, Elgar’s Dream of 
Gerontius ranks close to Messiah in pop- 
ularity in Great Britain. Based on a poem 
by Cardinal Newman, the work will fea- 
ture a distinguished English trio, Marjorie 
Thomas, Forbes Robinson and Richard 
Lewis. Mr. Lewis, England’s leading ten- 
or, returns to Boston after this Fall’s 
triumph as Aaron in the American pre- 
miere of Schoenberg’s Moses and Aaron. 
His name is synonymous with the Elgar 
work through nearly 100 performances, 
and his featured role in the only two re- 
corded versions of Dream of Gerontius. 
Marjorie Thomas, who starred in the first 
recording of the work, returns to Boston 
after her brilliant performances at last 
Fall’s International Choral Festival in 
Boston with the Huddersfield Choral Society, and following her appearances with 
the Handel and Haydn Society in 1960 .. . The grandeur of this music, with its 
choral beauty, lush orchestration and rich solos must be heard to be believed. 
Order your tickets early for this once-in-a-lifetime experience! 


Tickets at Symphony Hall Box Office, $5, $4, $3.50, $3, $2.50, $2 





